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The Horsehair Worm
By Natalia B

On Monday, April 25 2022 outback of the Messalonskee Middle School in the forest off
the trail, my science class and I found a vernal pool in a wetland habitat. It was around 8:47 A.M
when we went out to take some data from the vernal pool. It was a small-medium-sized vernal
pool. There was a leaf floor. We found six frog egg masses in the pool. There were a lot of
different kinds of organisms in this vernal pool. A few of them are Mosquito larva, frog
eggs/tadpoles, caddisflies, planaria, water mite, hellgrammite, and last but not least the horsehair
worm. That is not all of the organisms in our vernal pool, but that is all we found so far.
The horsehair worm is an important part
of the vernal pool. An adult horsehair
worm can grow up to 1/25 inch in
diameter and may reach up to one foot or
more in length. It is very hard to see
them in a vernal pool because they blend
in with the floor of the vernal pool. They
tend to swim very, very fast. After my
observation, I wonder if horsehair worms
are parasites to humans? What animals
are they a parasite to? How do they
control their host to go to the water?
Well, after researching a little bit about
them I have an answer for you. No, they are not a parasite to humans. But they are a parasite to
grasshoppers, crickets, cockroaches, and some beetles. An adult horsehair worm gives birth to its
babies in one of the animals I listed and after a few months the horsehair worm will mind-control
the animal to go to somebody of water
and once the animal arrives at the water
the horsehair worm will then escape
through holes barrow in the insect's
exoskeleton, To be honest, I think this is

kind of weird that they aren't a parasite to
humans, but then again I'm also glad that
they have no interest in humans.
In conclusion, I think this
was an amazing experience. And
personally I had a lot of fun studying the
different kinds of animals in a vernal pool. I also liked the experience of searching for the vernal pool. It
was really fun to get out of the class room and just be in natcher. I think everyone should be able to do
this and have the same experience I had or maybe even better. Next time we go back to the vernal pool i
hope we can learn more about the vernal pool itself and also learn more about all of the different kinds of
animals in out vernal pool. After doing research in horsehair worms I still have a few questions on which i

would like to investigating further. How do they mind control their hosts? How do they get in to the insect
in the first place? Why don't they go to frogs or salamanders that live in water already?
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